The Kennedy Assault 

(An. Editorial) 

The shooting of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy has 
shocked Americans everywhere and is being noted 
internationally as another of those incredible and 
recurring assaults here on the lives of prominent 
- public men. 

■j. Our sympathy combines with that of millions 
‘ pf others for Bobby Kennedy in the battle for life, 

’ jmd for his family in its anguish and pain. 

Beyond the shock of what has taken place, 
There is perplexity. Why this murderous assault on 
jjSe nator Kennedy, undertaken without regard for ^ 
I /the safety of others (five other people were wound- j 
j ed) and without much chance that the attacker j 
himself would escape? Nothing indicates that any j 
personal injury or grudge figured in it. As a politi- 
cal force, Mr. Kennedy was one United States sena- 
tor among 100. He wasn’t a President, guiding or 
dictating national policy, and hasn’t been accorded 
as much as an even chance for the Democratic 
nomination. 

Why Robert Kennedy became the victim of 
attack is no more apparent than what has been 
behind the thinking of some other murderous plots 
or attacks on prominent people. 

We believe that an explanation is to be found 
in the growth of major crime, and the reckless 
abandon with which the criminal element takes 
chances with its liberty and life for practically noth- 
ing in return. Certainly the spirit of lawlessness 
grows in a climate of weak law enforcement and 
the absence of retribution. 

Thinking about crime motivation and about the 
growing disrespect for law won’t help Sen. Ken- 
nedy. It may emphasize to the people of the United 
States that their nation has been and continues 
to move in a dangerous direction and cause them 
to demand more resolutely firm measures to instill 
greater respect for life and liberty under law. 



